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grave them upon their plate, embroider them upon
their furniture, or carve them upon the pediments
of their new houses ; and how often do we see
them trace the registers of their families up to the
prime nobility, or the most ancient gentry of the
kingdom!

In this search we find them often qualified to
raise new families, if they do not descend from old;
as was said of a certain tradesman of London, that
if he could not find the ancient race of gentlemen,
from which he came, he would begin a new race,
who should be as good gentlemen as any that went
before him.

Thus, in the late wars between England and
France, how was oar army full of excellent officers,
who went from the shop, and behind the counter,
into the camp, and who distinguished themselves
there by their merits and gallant behaviour ! And
several such came to command regiments, and even
to be general officers, and to gain as much reputa-
tion in the service as any; as colonel Pierce,
Wood, Richards, and several others that may be
named.

All this confirms what I have said before, viz.,
that trade in England neither is or ought to be
levelled with what it is in other countries ; or the
tradesman depreciated as they are abroad, and as
some of our gentry would pretend to do in Eng-
land ; but that as many of our best families rose
from trade, so many branches of the best families in
England, under the nobility, have stooped so low as
to<be put apprentices to tradesmen in London, and
to set up and follow those trades when they have
come out of their times, and have thought it no
dishonour to their blood.

To bring this once more home to the ladies, who
are scandalized at that mean step, which they call